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Warm Mineral Springs/Little Salt Spring Archaeological Society 
hosts the

66th Annual Meeting of the Florida Anthropological Society, May 8-11, 2014 
The meeting will be held in Punta Gorda at the Charlotte Harbor Event and Conference Center that 
overlooks the scenic Peace River. A Preliminary Schedule and Registration Form are available at 
www.fasweb.org/meeting.htm. 
Punta Gorda is a quaint historic city rich in local and regional history located just south of, and at the 
mouth of, the Peace River and Charlotte Harbor. More information on the history of the area is 
available at the City of Punta Gorda's website. There is a beautiful downtown historic district that was 
revitalized after the devastating effects of Hurricane Charlie in 2004. (continued on page 3)

Curt Bowen, Advanced Diver Magazine Foundation
Ancient Relics

NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, April 16, 2014, 6:00 PM
Selby Library, Downtown Sarasota

Specializing in extreme underwater photography, Curt Bowen has 
traveled the northern and southern hemispheres on dozens of 
expeditions capturing images of places and relics never before seen by 
human eyes.
Curt is CEO and founder of Advanced Diver Magazine, CEO of 
Rebreatherworld.com, coordinator for the ADM Exploration Team, and 
president of the 501c3 ADM Exploration Foundation.
He is trained in the highest levels of deep  mixed gas technical cave 
diving and has coordinated dozens of underwater expeditions from the 
Great Lakes deep shipwrecks to hundreds of unexplored caves in 
Mexico’s Yucatan. He has photographed the marble caves of southern 
Brazil and explored deep into the massive blue holes of the Bahamas.
A 26 year Firemedic (now retired) of the Sarasota County Fire Rescue 
Department, it is Curt’s photographs of Warm Mineral Springs and 
Little Salt Spring that grace this year’s Florida Archaeology Month 
posters. Posters will be available at the meeting.
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Notes from a Time Sifter  
Climate change, much in today’s news, has happened many times and has affected human society 
Archaeologists are known for literally digging up the past, and, we are indebted to their hard physical labor.  But 
new  technologies are being invented that “see” what is underground without digging.  LiDAR (Light Detection 
And Ranging) uses radar to identify objects and can even “see” an image in three dimension.  It is used by 
airplanes and satellites to map farm fields and identify areas needing extra irrigation or fertilizer.  It is also used 
to measure greenhouse gas in the atmosphere.  We all know  it as the speed gun the police use to measure how 
fast we are driving on the freeway.  This versatile technology is now  used to discover archaeological features 
that cannot be seen from the air or by ground survey.  A LiDAR system that is mounted on a helicopter or small 
plane can penetrate a forest canopy to reveal the remains of structures that no one knew  were there.  It is quick 
and relatively inexpensive. Archaeologists hail this as the most important technology for archaeology since 
Carbon dating, and refer to it as a scientific revolution that transforms archaeology. 
One of  the new  discoveries made with the help of  LiDAR is the “lost” New  England town in thick woods of 
Pachaug State Forest in Connecticut.  University of  Connecticut’s Katherine Johnson and William Ouimet co-
authored a study published in the March, 2014 issue of  the  Journal of Archaeological Science in which they 
discuss the value of LiDAR in finding walls and building foundations hidden under the trees.  They were able to 
match this information with a map drawn in 1712 and identified roads that led to long forgotten farmsteads.  This 
information led to better understanding of  European settlement by revealing the extent of  agriculture shown in 
the thousands of acres of forest the European settlers cleared. The forest grew  back in the 19th century when 
great numbers of  people left the farms for industrial towns and the history of the intensive early agricultural 
settlements disappeared beneath the trees.
 LiDAR has also been used to penetrate the thick jungles of Central America.  Arlen Chase and others from the 
University of Central Florida, have been trying for twenty-five years to document the archaeological remains of 
the area around Caracol, a Mayan city in western Belize where the vegetation grows at the rate of 14 feet a year 
quickly covering any clearing.  LiDAR , in just three weeks, revealed details of  over 70 square miles of 
causeways and other communication infrastructure as well as agricultural terraces that covered entire valleys 
(Archaeology, vol. 63, no. 4, 2010) allowing archaeologists to reconstruct political boundaries.   Archaeologists 
Christopher Fisher and Stephen Leisz of Colorado State University believe LiDAR has helped them find a pre-
Columbian city of  the Purépecha Empire that rivaled the Aztecs.  Originally, they estimated that it would take ten 
years of field work to document the site but the LiDAR survey was completed in 45 minutes (New  Yorker, May 6, 
2013). In the Far East, Australian archaeologist Damien Evans credits LiDAR with the discovery of the ancient 
city of  Mahendraparvata, with over two dozen unrecorded temples and a major water retention network, under 
the jungle of  Cambodia.  It was a thriving city that covered nearly 30 square miles1200 years ago, and was 
probably the city that founded the great Angkor Empire.  Its discovery will change the understanding of  urban 
society of Southeast Asia (Huffington Post, March 29, 2014).  

   

Clearly, LiDAR is a welcome new  tool that has moved archaeology into the modern world of high technology that 
will help bring new understanding of the past.
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Aerial photography compared to 
L i D A R f r o m P a s t H o r i z o n s , 
adventures in archaeology.
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New	  College	  Public	  Archaeology	  Lab	  	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Pictures	  from	  Time	  Sifters
You	  are	  invited:	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Florida	  Archaeology	  Month	  2014:

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Archaeology Works: 

FISHING 
How did people catch their meals 
without the modern gear we use 
today?  
 
Along the Gulf Coast, archaeologists have 
found tantalizing clues about how Florida’s 
first residents fished these waters. Learn how 
archaeologists study artifacts linked to 
fishing like ancient fishing hooks, water 
craft, and nets then learn how Cuban 
fisherman fished the same waters in the 
more recent past. 
 
Where:  New College Public  
 Archaeology Lab 
 5800 Bay Shore Road 
 Sarasota 
 
When:    Thursday, April 24th 

   6:30 – 7:30pm 
 
For more information:  
Call Aric at 941.487.4590 or email  
Aric.Archebelle-Smit@ncf.edu 

FAS conference continued: Time Sifters members may be interested in the many papers presented 
during the day on Saturday, the banquet Saturday evening featuring Dr. John Gifford, and 
archaeological tours on Sunday morning. Time Sifters will be hosting this conference next year, so 
anyone attending is encouraged to take notes and give our board feedback as we start to work on 
this important event.
Accommodations & Banquet
Local hotel options within walking distance include the Wyvern Hotel at (941) 639-7700 where we 
have a 20-room block for $99/night on Friday and Saturday (normal rate: $129) and the Punta Gorda 
Waterfront Hotels and Suites at (941) 639-1165. Conference rates at the Punta Gorda Waterfront are 
$65/night (city view rooms), $85/night (water view), and $109 for suites. Mention the Florida 
Anthropological Society when making reservations.
The venue selected for the banquet is Laishley's Crab House, which is another block east of the hotel 
and, you guessed it, also right on the river. So, it will be a river-walk kind of meeting. The historic 
downtown district is only a block away from the hotel and all within walking distance.

http://www.thewyvernhotel.com/
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http://www.laishleycrabhouse.com/
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April 16, 6pm: Curt Bowen, Advanced Diver Magazine Foundation - Hidden Relics
April 19, 12pm: Field Trip - Tidy Island Museum - A unique opportunity to see this 
private museum that documents both Native American and early settler life on the 
shores of Sarasota Bay. Tidy Island is located off of Cortez Road, not far from the 
Cortez fishing village. Call Sherry at 504-7130 to participate.
April 24, 6:30 pm: Workshop at the New College Public Archaeology Lab
May 21, 6pm: John Jaffer and Valerie Jackson Bell - The Holocaust and The Lost 
Synagogue of Gargzdai

2014 MEETING CALENDAR

We’re on the Web!

www.TimeSifters.org

Membership
Individual: $20
Family: $30
Sustaining: $50
Student: $10

Pay online at: 
TimeSifters.org

Or mail checks to:
Time Sifters, Inc.
PO Box 5283
Sarasota, FL. 34277

Your renewal date is above; please remit if due. 
Please contact us if you think there is an error.


