
"Sardinia in the Mediterranean: Sea Peoples and   
Other Connections in the 
Late Bronze-Early Iron Age" 

   Dear Member: 
   Time Sifters is one of 13 chapters of the Florida Anthropological     
Society (FAS) who is holding their 77th Annual Meeting & Conference 
on May 9-11 in Gainesville, FL. The Conference is open to the public 
with Saturday devoted to lectures and exhibits. See page 4 for more 
information. 
   We are proud to announce The Winners of the Cornelia Futor        
Memorial Student Research Grant, Aiden Elyward and Alex Fawbush. 
Please see page 3 for more information. 
 
    Darwin “Smitty” Smith, President              
   hmsbeagle22@gmail.com   
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May 21st - at 5:45 PM at the Selby Library in downtown Sarasota 

Dr. Robert H. Tykot,  
Professor  
University of South Florida  

  This evening, Professor Tykot is 
presenting on the large island of 
Sardinia, focusing on the Late 
Bronze and Early Iron Age when 
there were long-distance connections 
with other parts of the Mediterranean. 
Modern archaeology has revealed 
unique characteristics of the indige-
nous population and cultures,   
including the many Nuragic stone 
tower constructions (nuraghi), 
while having material exchange of 
ceramics and copper ingots with the 
Mycenaeans in the Aegean, and 
potential relationships with the Sea 
Peoples of the eastern Mediterranean. 
   Dr. Robert H. Tykot is a Professor in 
the Department of Anthropology 
at the University of South Florida 
(USF) and Director of the Laboratory 
for Archaeological  Science & 

Technology. Joining USF in 1996, 
he has taught a variety of courses 
including Archaeology, Mediterrane-
an  Archaeology, Ancient Trade, 
Ancient Diets, Archaeological 
Science, and Fantastic Archaeology, 
which focuses on critical thinking 
and debunking the many false 
claims involving archaeology. As 
major advisor, he has produced 13 
PhD, 20 MA and 22 senior honors 
undergraduates. He has won 
several awards including a USF 
Outstanding Faculty Award , a 
three time winner of USF Out-
standing Research Achievement 
Award, and just last month the 
Excellence in Research Award. 
   Tykot’s research has focused 
on Italy and the central Mediterrane-
an, from the Neolithic through    

historic times. He has 
led several excavations 
on Sardinia and Sicily, 
while conducting more than 40,000     
elemental and isotopic analyses on 
obsidian, ceramics, copper-based 
metals, marble sculptures, and  
human remains throughout the 
Mediterranean and the New 
World. He has more than 240 formal 
publications in journals and has 
given more than 600 presentations 
at national and international          
conferences and reviewed article      
submissions for 100 different journals. 
   He is President of the Tampa 
Bay chapter of the Archaeological       
Institute of America, which like 
Time Sifters has monthly talks 
open to the public. 

Who is Dr. Donald Johanson      
staring at? 

Historical Trivia 

Answer on page 4. 



by: Smitty, Time Sifters Member. Sources: The World Heritage Site, Wikipedia and Antigua History.net.  

#1499 - Antigua Naval Dockyard and Related 
Archaeological Sites (Antigua & Barbuda) 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

  The natural environment of the 
south side of the island of          
Antigua, with its deep, narrow 
bays surrounded by highlands, 
offered shelter from hurricanes 
and was ideal for repairing ships. 
This area became known as     
English Harbor and quickly      
became a focal point for the       
establishment of an English Naval 
base in Antigua. Its location 
meant it was well positioned to 
monitor the neighboring French 
island of  Guadeloupe.  
   The Dockyard was used by the 
English Royal Navy during the 
wars with the French that persisted 
on and off throughout the 18th 
century until peace was finally 
declared in 1815. 
  In 1728 the first Dockyard, 
named St. Helena, was built on 
the east side of the harbor which 

soon exceeded its capacity      
requiring construction of the 
modern Naval Dockyard which 
began in the 1740s. Enslaved  
laborers from local plantations 
were used during the construction   
of the new dockyard. One of 
English Harbors’ duties was to 
protect the interests of sugar 
cane planters at a time when   
European powers were competing 
for control of the Eastern        
Caribbean. Many of the existing 
buildings in the Dockyard today 
were constructed during a  
building program undertaken  
between 1785 and 1794. 
  Many famous British officers  
visited Antigua including the    
Admirals Rodney, Cochrane, 
Hood, and Nelson. The ships 
most often seen under repair in 
English Harbor were frigates, 

brig-sloops, schooners and cutters. 
  By 1889 the English Navy     
abandoned the Dockyard and it 
fell into decay. The Society of the 
Friends of English Harbor began  
restoration in 1951 and a decade 
later it was opened to the public. 
   Among the original buildings 
are two hotels, a museum, craft 
and food shops, restaurants, and a 
large marina. Hiking trails radiate 
across the surrounding national 
park.  

Photos: Nicola & Reg Murphy 





A Time Sifters Book Review 
A Little History of Archaeology 
by Brian Fagan.  ISBN: 9780300224641. Publication Date: April 10, 2018, 288 pages. Source: Yale Books 

Copyright © 2025 Time Sifters Archaeology Society, Inc.,    All rights reserved.  
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  Lifetime:  $350 
Individual:  $25 
Family:   $35 
Student:  $10 
Supporting $50 

Pay online at: 
WWW.TimeSifters.org 
Or mail checks to: 
Time Sifters, Inc. 
PO Box 5283 
Sarasota, FL. 34277 
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Historical Trivia: The Australopithecine Afarensis named “Lucy” 

   What is archaeology? The word 
may bring to mind images of 
golden pharaohs and lost          
civilizations, or Neanderthal 
skulls and Ice Age cave art.       
Archaeology is all of these, but 
also far more: the only science to 
encompass the entire span of human 
history—more than three million 
years! 
    This Little History tells the riveting 
stories of some of the great        
archaeologists and their amazing 
discoveries around the globe: ancient 
Egyptian tombs, Mayan ruins, and 
the first colonial settlements at 
Jamestown, mysterious Stonehenge, 
the incredibly preserved Pompeii, 

and many, many more. In 40 
brief, exciting chapters, the book 
recounts archaeology’s development 
from its 18th-century origins to 
its 21st-century technological 
advances. Shining light on the 
most intriguing events in the  
history of the field, this absolutely up
-to-date book illuminates        
archaeology’s controversies,   
discoveries, heroes and scoundrels, 
global sites, and newest methods 
for curious readers of every age. 
   Brian Fagan is emeritus professor of 
anthropology, University of  
California, Santa Barbara, an  
internationally recognized      
authority on global prehistory, 

and the author of dozens of books 
on archaeological topics, including 
Fishing: How the Sea Fed Civilization. 


